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Ri 17. 1715. 


45 the Anniverſary Merting of the 
 Socrety, [3 


1. 


Rder d that the Thanks "of. 

the Society be given to tge 

Reverend the Dean of Chichefler, - 

for his Sermon preached this 

Day before the Society; and 

fn he be defired to Print the 
me. 


| 


D. Humerrevs, Secretary. 


Jim that Ds  Iefus FO to 9 
and to ſay, Repent, for the . 
dom f Heaven is at band, 


= HE Defign of chil Mite ing 
= to promote the Propagation of the 
„* CY Goſpel in Foreign Parts; and the 
= cucceſs of this Work depending on 
Gat Methods. as Humane Prudence can fug- 
geſt, . now leſt deſtitute of thoſe miraculous 
Aſſiſtanees, which the Church of Chriſt in her 
2 enjoyed ; The Occafion will naturally 
ofthe to your Thoughts, the Conſideration 


che neee and Difficulties which 
A 4. attend | 
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this Duty, and have with great Judgment 


' "arrend this Undertaking z and of the Methods 


proper to attain this End, ſo much to be defir- 
ed by every good and pious Chriſtian: But 
yer, ade 1 fucored wech able Mr, who 

ve gone before me in the Performance of 


I Rand at preſent before ſo many much abler, 


whoſe Thoughts have long dwelt upon this 


important Subject; I beg leave to declige the 
unequal Task, and to ſpend the Time alotted 


me in conſidering upon what Foot the Goſpel 


firſt ſer out in the World, when it was pub» 


liſhed by our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apo- 


ſtiès; and what it had to recommend it to the 
Reaſon of Mankind, abſtracted from thoſe 


Signs and Wonders, which were wrought by 


the Hand of God for its Confirmation. 


The Holy Evangeliſt tells us, chat che 


firſt Doctrine which our Bleſſed Lord taught, 


was that of Repentance; From that Time Jeſus 


taught it as neceſſary to qualify Men for the 


Kingdom of Heaven; Repent, for. the Ring. 


dom of Heaven is at Hand. What is to be 
underſtood by the Kingdom of Heaven's being 
at Hand, may be learnt from the parallel 
Place in St. Mark, Chap. i. Ver. 14, 15. Now 


after 


> Po 4 l — 


"Pao "7 F the N Fe 9 "Pars, mm 


preaching the Gofptl F the Ning 


into Galilee, ' 


of God, and ſaying, te Hime is" fufiled, and dle 


King, a5 4 God k ir bt Hund: Repent ye, and be- 


lieve the Go) py Wes of Fo we: 255 
ſtand b am of Maven, tis plai 
that 1 Reich . y it Was Ra. d to b e 


Hand, was bectuſethe Time was filed, for 


the publiſhing. the Gofpel to all the World, 
aud that tht Ethortation' in St, Mathew, 
pent, "for "the" Kingdom ven is at Hin; 3 
is the Tame with grab: orded in St. Mark, 


Wy evilletit,” thar e was inculcdted, 


as 'nectlſary i prepare us for recejvitg the 


| of Quilt Hs. 
he ſame appears levi, Kon Hi preach- 


ing of John the Baptiſt, who -raughe the 


fame Doctrine, and in che fame” Words with 


our Bleſſed Saviour: he was that Ver chin 


in the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way of the Lord, 
make bis Paths ſtraight ;* as it was his proper 
Office co prepare. the World for the Recepri- 


on of Uh great Prophet, who was to cömtie 


after him, dye may certainly conclude from 
his Preaching, what was the | neceffary Pre- 
paration required; and as his Doctrine was 
3 to che fingle Point 'of Repentaſive, 


this 


To that "John was pur t'in Prin, ' Tefus kme 


5e, und Believe the Goſpel, From whence 
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went ont . and preached, that Men ſhould. repent: 


LS 


this was undoubtedly , the neceſſary . Qualifi- 
cation for all who were to. receive. the Goſ- 


pel of the Kingdom of God. 


Baptiſt, taught Repentance as the firſt neceſ- 


F 


4 


Apoſtles. When the Twelye were ſent out by 


our Bleſſed Lord in the vi. of St Mark; the 


Evangeliſt tells us in the 12 Verſe; that they 


41 > 
* 


St. Pater, in his firſt Sermon recorded, in che 


£ 


ü. of che 44h, cxhorts his Countrymen to 
repent, and be baptized,' for the Remiſſan of 
Sins, Verſe. 38: And in the xxth of 'the, AF, 
St. Paul tells us how he had fpent, his. Time, 


teſtifying both to the Jews, and alſo, to the Greeks, 
Repentance towards God, and Faith toward our 


Lord Jeſus Chrift, Verſe 27%; which were che 
very Topicks inſiſted on by our Lord, whica 


he called upon Men to repent, and 40 belive 
the Goſpel: The ſame Account he gives: of his 


f Preaching ro King 4A rippa, Acts xxvi. . 


Namely, that he had ſhewed both to Jew 


and Gentile, that they ſpould repent, and turn to 


God, and do Works meet for Repentance. In the 
xith of the Acts tis ſaid, that the Apoſtles and 


| Brethren in Judea, heard that the Gentiles alſo 
bad received the Word of God. St. Peter was called 


upon 
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in communicating the Privileges of the Gol 
pel to the Gentiles 31 when he had vindi- 
cated himſelf to clini Satisfaction, they thus 
expreſs . themſelves, "then bab God alſo" to the 


 Gentiles,, granted Reperitance unto Life: Now it 
is — 1 1 that what God 


granted to the Gen- 
tiles, was the ſame that the Gentiles received, 
and therefore Repentance| unto Life was che Nad 
of. Cod, publiſhed to the [World by our Lord 
and his Apoſtles: and for this Reaſon, the 
Writer to 70 Hebrews reckons Repentance from 
dead Works, and Faith towards Süd, to be 
the rſt; Ptinci ples or main Foundation or 
the Doctrine of» Ohriſt. Hab. vi. iii: 
Before 1, proceed to lay before y the 
Conſequences, which * from this State of 
the Cafe, I beg leave to make an Obſer⸗ 
vation or two, in Order t. * teleat the Way for 
what is to follow: You may obſerve then, 


that Repentance was the very firſt Thing. in- 


ſiſted on, wherever the Goſpel was publiſhed, 


before any new Law or Doctrine was promul- 
„or ſo much as mentioned. The Proof 
of this I need not attempt, ſince the Paſſages 


already produced do plainly: contain it, and 


upon, to tendet an Accoudec of his Conduct, 


indeed the Nature ot the Thing ſpeaks Its” 


for the Repentance taught, could not reſpeck 
any 


8 A Sermqn preach d'before the Society for che 
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| any new Law | to be delivered to the World,, 
4 againſt which no Offence having been com- 
mitted, na Repentance could be required. 
I - 1;2dly,- That the Goſpel was uſhered' in by 
F the Doctrine of Repentanee; not only when 
'' it was delivered to the Jem; but alſo when it 


4 Jews lived under a Divine Law, delivered by 


| Mefes, and were guilty of many Offences 
1. committed againſt chat Law,” to which: they 
[| owed Obedience; But the Gentiles were not 
| | under that Law, nor had: they been ever called 
N to the Obedience of it ; and therefore the 
Repentance which was taught, as the latrodu - 
Rion of the Goſpel,. did not regard any par- 
ticular Inſtitution, but that general Law of 
Nature, to which! every Man owed” Obedi- 
ence, in Virtue of the Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding, with which God had endowed 
. 3dly, That true Repentance requires a 
Change of Mind, and leads to a Reformati-- 
on of Manners, and a due Obedience for the 
future to that Law of Righteouſneſs, againſt 
which the Offence was committed: for where 
the Obligation of Obedience to any Law 
ceaſes, there can be no Call to-Repentance 
for Diſobedience: This Doctrine is fo plain 
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Die of the Goſpel in T Rees Parts | 


in Scripture, and ſo uniformly taught by all 
the Miniſters of our Church, that I would 
willingly ſuppoſe no one ignorant of it. The 
Baptiſt ſufficiently explain d himſelf, exhort- 
ing ſuch as came to his Baptiſm, to bring forth 
Fruits meet for. Repentance : . to which general 
Inſtruction his particular Admonitions always 
correſpond. To the hard-hearted and uncha- 
ritable Jews he ſaid, He that hath two Coats, let 
him imp4rt to him that hath none; and he that 
hath Meat, let him do likewiſe : To the Publicans, 
whoſe Crime was Extortion, he ſaid, Exact no 
more than that which is appointed you: To the 
Soldiers, who were noted of Rapine, falſe 
Information, and the like Vices, he ſaid: Do 
Violence to no Man, neither accuſe any falſeh, and 
be content with your Wages. In like manner, our 
Bleſſed Saviour, when he diſmiſs d the Woman 
taken in Adultery, he let her depart with 
this Advice, Go, and ſin no more: ſo did he 
inſtruct allo, the Man whom he had ſet free 
from the infirmity, which was the Puniſh- 
ment of his Iniquiry ; Bebold thou art made 
whole, ſin no more, leſt a worſe Thing come un- 
to thee : teaching neither the one nor the o- 
ther any new Doctrine with reſpect to their 


particular Caſes, but . both back to 
B n en 
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that Repentance which our Lord, and thoſe 


that Law which they had tranſgreſſed, as the 
proper Meaſure of theit future Obedience. 

| ſhall now proceed to Jay before you ſuch 
Conlequences as ſeem to me to be the natural 
Reſult of this Method made uſe of by our 


Bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles, in publiſhing 
the Goſpel to Mankind: : 


And the firſt is this: That the Religion of 
the Goſpel is the true original Religion of 
Reaſon and Nature. n 

This appears by conſidering the Nature of 


who came after him in the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel, preached to the World: Repentance 
ſuppoſes a Tranſgreſſion, and Tranſgreſſion 


ſuppoſes a Law; for as the Apoſtle argues, 


where there is no Law, there is no Tranſgreſſion : 
and fince Repentance conſiſts in a Change 
of Mind, in rectifying what was before amils, 
and in fulfilling that Obedience which was be- 
fore wanting; Tis evident, that to repent 
of the Violation of any Law, is to return 
to the Obedience of it: and he chat exhorts 


and calls you to Repentance, calls you back 
to the Obedience of that Law, againſt which 
you had offended. The Queſtion then is, 
againſt what Law thoſe Offences were com- 
mitted, the Repentance for which was ſo ne- 


ceſſary, 


1 


nr as a. R 
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cellary, that without it there was no Admit- 
tance into the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt: The Laws of the Goſpel, — — 
as ſuch, are evidently excluded upon the pre- 
ſent View; for Repentance being the firſt 
thing every where taught, and antecedently to 
the Publication of any of the Rules and Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, the Law not yet publiſhe 


Propagatian of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


d could not be the Rule of that Repentance, 


which related to Sins alteady committed. At 
the Time of yhe Publication of the Goſpel, 
there were many Forms and Inſtitutions of 
Religion ſubſiſting in the World; but as 

theſe were very different from one another, 
inſomuch that if ſome were true, others were 
certainly falſe; ſo they could not be the 
Ground of that Repentance, which being ge⸗ 
nerally taught to all the World, to the Gen- 
tile as well as the Jem, muſt teſpect ſome 
general Law, which related alike to all, and 


the Obligations to which were in ſore De- 


gree univerſally felt and acknowledged: and 
this can be no other than that which the Apoſtle 
to the Romans has deſcribed in the ii. Chap. 
14 and «5 Ver. when the Gentiles which have 
uot the Lau, do by Nature the Things contained in 
the Law, | theſe having not the Lam, are a Law unto 
themſelves : which her the Work, of the Law written | 
va A | 
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in their Hearts, their Conſcience alſo bearing Witneſs, 
and their Thoughts the mean while accuſing or elſe ex- 
cuſing one another. However the Light of Reaſon 
and Nature was darkned and obſcured by the 
Ignorance and Superſtition of the World, yet 
ſome Remains of it were in all Places to be 
found; and the general Principles of Religi- 
on were ſo rivitted in humane Nature, that 
ſhe could not but ſtart at any Thing that di- 
rectly contradicted them: Thus, for Inſtance, 
in the great Branch of natural Religion, which 
relates ro the Worſhip and Service of God, 
tho Mankind had univerſally erred and de- 
filed themſelves - with many Pollutions and 
Abominations, yet Atheiſm was as deteſted 
a Crime in the Heathen World, as it is in 
the Chriſtian: and ſome, we know, were 
thought worthy of Death, for being the 
Maintainers of ſo unnatural an Opinion. A 
Senſe of the moral Duties between Man and 
Man was better preſerved; and there are not 
many Vices condemned in the Goſpel, which 
were not infamous before in all the civiliz'd 
Parts of the World. This general Law, as 
the Apoſtle tells us, was the Ground-work 
of Conſcience, the Teſtimony of the Conſci- 
ence ' plainly ſhewing the Work of the Law 
to be written in the Heart; and this is a 

| | - further 
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further Evidence, that this Law of Nature was 


the Foundation of that eg which 
was to uſher in the Goſpel; for as the Preach- 
er of Repentance neceſſarily refers himſelf to the 
Conſciences of Men, to point out to them the 
Guilt of their Actions; ſo muſt his Doctrine 
neceſſarily relate to that Law, which is the 
Principle or Origin of Conſcience: ſince then 
the Doctrine of Repentance, with which the 
Goſpel ſet out in the World, had Reference 
to the Law of Reaſon and Nature, againſt 
which Men had every where offended 
and ſince Repentance infers the Neceſſity of 
a future Reformation, and a Return to that 
Duty and Obedience from which by Tranſ- 


preſſion we are fallen; the Conſequence is 


manifeſtly this, that the- Goſpel was a Repub- 
lication of the Law of Nature, and its Pre- 
cepts declarative of that original Religion, 
which was as old as the Creation. 


That this muſt certainly be the Caſe, will 


appear, by conſidering the Nature of the 
Thing in it ſelf” The Notions of Good and 


Evil are eternally and unalterably the ſame, 


which Notions are the Rules and Meaſures 


of all Moral Actions, and are conſequentl/ 


neceſſary and conſtituent Parts of Religion; : 


and therefore if the Religion of Nature, in her 


| pri- 
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primitive State, was pure and uncorrupt, (which 
will not, I preſume, be denied) tho there was 
ſufficient Reaſon for a Republication of it, 


becauſe of the great Ignorance and Superſtiti- 


on. which had grown upon the World, yet 
there could be no Reaſon for any Alteration 
of it; for though the World was the worſe for 
abaſing the Religion of Nature, and might 
want to be reformed by a divine Inſtructor, 
yet the Religion of Nature was not the worſe 
for being abuſed, but till retaind its firſt 
Purity and Simplicity. The Duties of Reli- 
gion, conſidered as a Rule of Action, flow 
trom the Relation we bear to God, and to 


one another; and Religion muſt ever be the 


ſame, as long as theſe Relations continue unal- 
tered: If our fiſt Parent was the Creature 
of God, fo are we; and whatever Service and 
Duty he owed, in Virtue of this Dependence, 
the ſame is due from us; nor can this Re- 
lation be ever made the Ground of different 
Duties in his Caſe, and in ours; If therefore 
Nature rightly inſtructed him at firſt how to 
ſerve his Maker, our Obligations being the 
ſame with his, our Rule muſt be the ſame 
alſo. The Caſe is the ſame with Reſpect to 
the Duties owing from Man to Man : and it 
would be as reaſonable to ſuppole, that the 

| three 
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another, as to ſuppoſe that the Duties of Re- 
ligion ſhould differ in one Age from what 
they were in another, the Habitudes and 


three Angles of a Triangle ſhould be equal to 


two right ones in one Age, and unequal in 


Relations from which they flow continuing 


always the ſame. 


That the Cale is in Fact what L have repre- 


ſented it to be, might be ſhewn from the 


particular Laws of the Goſpel, and their De- 


pendence, from the Maxims and Principles of 
natural Religion: But this would be rather 
the Work T7 

will content my ſelf therefore with one gene- 
ral Proof, which reaches to every Part of the 


_ Chriſtian Doctrine, and yet will not lead me 


beyond the Bounds to which I am confined. 
Our Saviour, in the 5th of St. Matthew, tells 


us, that he came not to deſtroy the Law and the 
Prophets, but to fulfil them: what his mean- 


ing was, he ſufficiently explain'd in the fol- 
lowing Part of his Sermon on the Mount; in 


which, laying down firſt the old Law, he 


ſhewed in every Inſtance wherein the true 


Perfection of that Vertue conſiſted which the 


Law required. The Law forbad Murder and 
Adultery, our Lord declares, that not only 


the immoral Act ons, known by thoſe Names, 


Welle 


a Volume, than a Sermon: I 


— 
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were teſtrain d, but even the internal Cor- 


ruptions of Heart from which they flowed ; 


and extends the Prohibition to Hatred and to 
Luſt, one the Parent of Murder, the other 


of Adultery. Since then our Lord ſo fully 
declares that his Purpoſe was to perfect and 


compleat the Law and the Prophets, it. re- 


mains to be conſidered, what Notion he had 
of the Law and of the Prophets; In the 
xXxii. of Sr. Matthew, the Queſtion was put 


to him by a Lawyer: Which is the great Com- 


mandment in the Law? Our Saviour anſwers, 
[Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, &c. This is the firſt and great Com- 
mandment : and the Second is like unto it, Thos 


ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. Having laid 


down theſe two great Rules, he thus declares 


his Senſe with reſpect to the Subject of our 


preſent Enquiry, on theſe Commandments hang 
all the Law and the Prophets. It the Law and 
the Prophets hang on theſe two Command- 


ments, then the Doctrine of our Saviour, 
which is the Perfection of the Law and the 


Prophets, muſt hang on them likewiſe: Now 


if you will allow that the Love of God, and 
the Love of your Neighbour, are Fund:men- 
tals in the Law of Reaſon and Nature, (as 
undoubtedly they are) you muſt allo allow, 

| that 
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that whatever may be deduced from an : by | 
rational Conſequence, muſt be a Precept of 


the Law of Nature: whatever therefore 
hangs on theſe two Commandments, muſt ne- 
ceſſatily be a Part of natural Religion; and 
that all the Law and the Prophets do ſo 
hang, and conſequently the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, which is the Perfection of them, you 
have had our Saviours expreſs Teſtimony. 


Since then it appears (as I think) that the Re- 


| ligion of the Goſpel is the true original Reli- 
gion of Reaſon and Nature; 12 bt 


The Second Thing I ſhall obſerve to you 


is, that it has, as ſuch, a Claim to be received 
independent of thoſe 'Miracles - which were 
wrought for its Conſit mation 
This Conſequence will be admitted by all, 
ho allow the Force and Obligation of na- 
tural Religion, and can be denied by none, 


who know or. underſtand themſelves. The 


Principles of Religion are interwoven in the 
very Frame and Make of our Minds; and 
we may as well run from our ſelves, as from 


the Senſe of the Obligations we are under. If 


the Law which is in our Members ſhould get 
the better of the Law of our Minds, and 


lead us into the forbidden Paths of Vice and 
Immorality; tho Obedience cannot hold us, 
| Jer | 
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yet Guilt will never forſake us; and our own 
Conſciences will not permit us to forget the 
Law, however our corrupt Paſſions may in- 
duce us to tranſgreſs it. This Senſe will al- 
ways keep a Paſſage open to the Heart, for 
Inſtruction to enter in; and there needs no- 
thing more to ſnhew, that Man is obliged to 
ſubmit to the Rules and Laws of Reaſon, 
than to ſhew that he is a rational Creature; 
ſince if Reaſon be of any Uſe, tis for our 
Direction; and to ſuppoſe à Creature to 
have Reaſon to direct him, and yet that he 
ought. not to be directed by it, is a Contra- 
diction: fo far therefore as the Goſpel re- 
preſents: to us the Law of Nature, it needs 
only to appeal to the Reaſon of Mankind for: 
its Authority, and may leave its Cauſe to be 
tryed in every Man's own Breaſt before the 
Tribunal of Conſcience: And how far this is 
the Caſe of the Goſpel, has been already 
ſhewn at large. 
But ſome one perhaps may have a Mind 
to ask, why he may not teach the Heathen 
the Religion of the Goſpel, as well in his own 
Name, as in the Name of Chriſt, ſince being 
the very Religion of Reaſon, it wants no 
Name to ſupport it? To which I anſwer : 
That if che Heathen are ſuch Maſters of Rea- 


ſon, 
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impertinent; and / if they do want inſtructing; 


there is no nene between the Ma- 


ſters Ed 
But the Truth: is, that all Tg Eſſentials 


of the Goſpel, of which ſo much has been 
already ſpoken: But how this Religion came 
to Rand in need of, being renewed by a ſpe- 
cial: Commiſſton froth Heayen, / how! Nature 
came! to want thaconew | Light "which „ the 
Goſpeb has giren, and thoſe additional Helps 
and Aſßſlances, from the luffuence of the 
Spirit of God, which) the Goſpel has pr romiſed, 
is a Matter of anothet Conſt roving [and 

ns to us a new View, to ſee the Realon- 


ope 
ablenefs and Necellicy of che Dodtrines: pecu- 


har to Chtiſtianity, which tho: not diſſetenz, 


are yet diſtinct from the E of Rauen 
and Nature. 

Had- Man continued in Fan Wien of: his 
felt Religion, he had wanted no ſecond; the 
Doctrine ol / Nature hado led c (Boy 
joyment. of the glorious Hopes, to which he 
was born, of Life and Immortality. But 
when he fell under the Power and Dominion 


af Sin, lie 


had TE little ee left te find; bs 
2 Duty, 


of true Religion I in that Part 


grew both blind and impqtent, 


— 
ſon, as to ant no. teaching, the Queſtion is 
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Duty, and ſtill leſs Ability to perform it. The 
Hiſtory of the Fall is preſerved to us in ſacred 
Writ, but let the Scripture be ſilent, and let 
Experience only ſpeak. Look back into the 
paſt Ages of the World, as far as the Clue 
of Hiſtory can guide you, and tell me in 
what Place the Purity of natural Religion 
was preſerved: Obſerve the Manners of Men, 
and their religious Services, and when you 
are tired with the ſad Proſpect of the Igno- 
rance and Barbarity of ſome, the Superſtition 
and Idolatry of all, tell me once more, did 
i the World want an' Inſtructor or no? lf it 
1 did, we have little Reaſon to complain that 
I it had one, ſtill leſs to ſtumble at the 
4 Dignity of the Perſon who undertook the 
| deſperate Cauſe of Nature; or to reje& his 
4 Authority, becauſe he is greater than we 
= know how to conceive, even the only begot- 
| ten Son of God. At 
He came into the World, not merely to 
reſtore the Religion of Nature, but to adapt 
it to the State and Condition of Man, and to 
ſupply the Defects, not of * which 
continued in its firſt Purity and Perfection, 
but of Nature, which was fallen from the ori- 
ginal Dignity of the Creation. Man was 
born the Heir of Glory and W 
ut 
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but our Saviour found him under the Power 


of Sin and of Death. If Death came in as 


the Penalty of Diſobedience to the Law of 
Nature, as we learn from the ſure Word of 
Prophecy that it did, it was an Evil, for which 
natural Religion could afford no Remedy; 
for no Law provides a Remedy againſt its 
own Penalties; which would be to weaken 
and deſtroy the Obligations to Obedience, 
which the Penalty was intended to enforce. 
And tho' the World every where retained ſome 
Notion or other of a future State, and was 


fond of cheriſhing the languiſhing Hopes 


of Immortality; yet theſe Hopes ſeem rather 
to be the Remains of that firſt State, in which 
Nature had the full Proſpect of Life before 
her, and which ſubſiſted when the Bleſſing 


itſelf was forfeited, than any juſt Aſſurance 


of another Life after Death, to be purchaſed 


by Vertue and Obedience. To repair this 


Breach, and to ſettle Religion once more, 
upon the ſure Foundation of the Hopes and 
Fears of Eternity, our Bleſſed Lord brought Life 
and Immortality to light again by his Goſpel ; and 
publiſhed co the World the new Doctrine of 


a Reſurrection from the Grave; of che Truth 


of which Doctrine, we had the firſt Inſtance, 
and the fulleſt Confirmation, in his own victo- 
ED: | | rious 
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rious Triumph over the Powers of Death 
and of Darkneſs. Hence it is that we are 
ſaid to be begotten again thro Chriſt Jeſus 
unto a lively Hope, or unto the Hope of 
Life: Hence alſo we are told, that God hath 
now appointed a Day, in which be will judge the 
World by the Man Chriſt Jeſus. Hence it is, that 


. theſe two, or rather this one Article relating 


to a Reſurrection and a Judgment to come, 
was the main Thing which the Apoſtles had in 
Commiſſion to publiſh to the World; inſomuch 
that when a new Apoſtle was to be choſen in the 
Room of Judas, it was required, as a neceſſary 
Article, that he ſhould be qualified to be a 
competent Witnels of the Reſutrection of Chuiſt, 
in which the Authority of this great Article 

was foundet. 5 
But to what Purpoſe was it to reſtor 
Religion from the Corruptions of Ignorance 
and Superſtition; to what End was this better 
Hope brought in; ſince our firſt Parents, who 
wanted not this Hope, nor this Knowledge, 
yet wretchedly fell from both by Tranſgreſſion, 
what Security can we, their Sons, ſtill worſe 
than they, promiſe our ſelves from theſe Ad- 
vantages? Tis we that are weak and degene- 
rate, tis we that moſt of all want to be re- 
ſtored: This original Corruption made it ne- 
1 ceſſary, 
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ceſſary, in Order to ſave the World, not only 


to reſtore Religion, but Nature her ſelf. Hence 


it is that our Admiſſion into the Goſpel is at- 
tended with a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs; 


hence is it that we are put under the Conduct 


and Direction of the Holy Spirit, who is our 


Fellow-labourer in the Goſpel, and in all 
Times, and in all Places, ready to comfort and 
ſupport the Faithful: If co ſtrengthen our Con- 


fidence in him, we are told that he is in all 
reſpects equal to the extenſive Charge; that be- 
ing the Eternal Spirit of God, he can in all Places 


and in all Times diſcharge the Office; this Know- 
ledge, which was communicated to make out 
Faith and Hope conſiſtent, and to ſet both upon 
a reaſonable Foundation, ought to be no Obje- 


cition againſt either. And ſince theſe Articles of 


our Creed, being beyond the Diſcovery of hu- 
mane Reafon, are placed upon the ſuter Founda- 


tion of the Demonſtration of the Spirit, in migh- 


ty Signs and Wonders, they ought to be no Stum- 
bling- Block to us; for Reaſon may teach us to ems 
brace the Remedy, which ſhe could not provide: 


Tis true, the Goſpel has taught us Things, 0 


which by Nature we could not know; but 
they are all deſigned to confirm and ſtrengthen 


our Hope in God; tis true alſo, that there are 


ſome Inſtitutions in the Goſpel, which in their 


own 


— 


© we + 


us to do our Duty, by conveyingto us new Sup- 
plies of ſpiritual Strength. Thelc are the Addi- 
tions which the Goſpel has made to natural Re- 
ligion, forgive it this Injury. Our Bleſſed Savi- 
our {aw that the Hopes of Nature were loft, 
therefore he brought to light again Life and Im- 
mortality : He ſaw that we were corrupted, not 
able to reſiſt Evil, and therefore he ſupplyed the 
Defect by the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit; par- 
don his Care, and do not think the worſe of him, 
or his Religion, for the great Proviſion he has 
made in it for your Security. . 
Theſe Conſiderations may perhaps ſuggeſt to 
your Thoughts what probable Ground there is 
to hope for Succeſs in our Endeavours, to ſpread 
the Goſpel of Chriſt in the dark Corners of the 
World; and whatisthe true Method of propoſing 
it to the uninſtructed Part of Mankind: But as [ 
chuſe to decline this Subject, and to leave it tothe 
properer Hands on which tis placed, I ſhall ſhuc 
up all with this Petition: That God would haſten 
the Completion of the Prophecies relating to the 
Kingdom of Chriſt; that he would give him the 
Heathen for his Inheritance, and the utmoſt Parts 
of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion, that he may be his 
Salvation to all People. arg 
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